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A bibliography of the Anatidae of South Asia 


Aasheesh Pittie 
8-2-545 Road No. 7, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad 500034, India. Email: aasheesh.pittie@ gmail.com 


INTRODUCTION 


This bibliography has been extracted from my larger 
bibliographic database (Pittie 2005) and covers the 
political boundaries of the following south Asian 
countries: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the 
Maldives, Myanmar (Burma), Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri 
Lanka. Tibet is also covered. It comprises papers, popular 
articles, books, published and un-published reports, and 
chapters, in which members of the avian family, Anatidae 
(ducks, geese, swans), find mention. It covers a period 
of over two and a half centuries, from 1750 up to 2004. 

Of the 49 genera and 158 species that comprise the 
family Anatidae worldwide (Dickinson 2003), 19 genera 
and 46 species are found in south Asia. Of these, the 
Pink-headed Duck Rhodonessa caryophyllacea is 
considered “Critically Endangered’, White-headed Duck 
Oxyura leucocephala and White-winged Duck 
Asarcornis scutulata are considered ‘Endangered’, Baikal 
Teal Anas formosa, Marbled Teal Marmaronetta 
angustirostris, and Baer’s Pochard Aythya baeri are 
considered ‘Vulnerable’ ,and Ferruginous Pochard Aythya 
nyroca is considered ‘Near Threatened’ (Islam and 
Rahmani 2004). 

A bibliography of this nature cannot pretend to be 
complete and this is no exception. There are always 
publications beyond the reach of the bibliographer. 
However, most of the citations that contain a single taxon 
or several taxa of the Anatidae, at least when mentioned 
in the title of a published work, are listed in this 
bibliography. Anatidae listed, i.e. mentioned without 
details, in the text of a paper or book, either as part of a 
checklist or otherwise, are another matter altogether. 
Keying in those taxa is an enormous task and might take 
several years to complete, though work towards that end 
has commenced. It is also felt that including such 
references in this bibliography would dilute its usefulness 
as the only result of a search in such works would result 
in aname (s), probably without any information attached 
to it. At best it would reveal, in a rather abstract manner, 


a distribution pattern of the Anatidae.Accuracy in 
transcribing is a basic tenet of bibliography and though 
great care has been taken to ensure it, mistakes may 
have crept in and pertinent papers, notes, reports, books, 
etc., may have been inadvertently left out.This is the 
more likely in that I have not seen all the entries listed 
below in the original, but have freely taken them second 
hand from the ‘References’ or ‘Further Reading’ sections 
of papers and books. 

Authors have been arranged alphabetically and their 
work chronologically. Multi-author papers have been 
listed under the name of the senior author‘(i.e., the first 
author, not the oldest). Separate entries have not been 
made for co-authors. Where a title was not given in the 
original, a suitable descriptive substitute was coined, 
generaly comprising a part of or the complete first 
sentence, and is placed within brackets. In some cases, 
where the actual year of publication differs from the year 
printed on the cover, the former is entered after the 
author’s name, and taken to be the year of publication, 
while the latter is given at the end of the citation, within 
parentheses. 

One of the tools of researching inaccessible 
publications is the perusal of earlier bibliographies. I 
have consulted Mengel (1972, 1983), Ripley and Scribner 
(1961) and Zimmer (1926) and have quoted from them so 
as to present as complete a citation as possible. Extracts 
from the works of these authors are followed by their 
name (s) within brackets. 

There are several changes in the systematic listing 
vis-a-vis Manakadan and Pittie (2002). Dickinson (2003), 
being the most up to date, is followed here. The bibliography 
is quite simple to use. An index has been provided at the 
end of the work, to guide you straight to a genus or species 
or to the general section on ‘Anatidae’. Works that could 
not be listed under a species, but concern a genus, have 


been listed under the latter. 
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